


Italian auto designer  Ettore Bugatti founded 
his company in Molsheim, France, started producing 
cars in 1910 and, over the succeeding decades, built 
some of the quickest and most-coveted automobiles 
in the world, cars that are today among the most 
collectible on the planet. How collectible? A Bugatti 
Type 57SC Atlantic in Peter Mullin’s amazing 
collection in Oxnard, California reportedly was 
bought for well north of $30 Million in 2010, making 
it one of the most-expensive cars ever sold (by the way, 
the prior sale for that car was in the early 1970s and I 
am told that the price then was $59,000).

Oh, but to jump in the way-back machine and enjoy 
those historic Bugattis, feeling both Gatsby-esqe and 
Warbucksian, given that today those cars can cost 
more than ten times the price of the average American 
. . . house (you were expecting “car”?). Into that 
quandary vaults Pur Sang. They are an atelier focused 
on recreating some of the most memorable cars of the 
past. And what vehicles they are. 

What makes Pur Sang (French for “pure blood” 
but, colloquially, “genuine”) most unusual is the 
fact that, working from original Bugatti plans and 

specifications, they create virtually every part of these 
cars, using the same type of manufacturing processes 
and assembly techniques which prevailed during the 
time when these cars ruled the roads. Examples? The 
engine block is cast in sand as it was in the 1930s; the 
metal body panels are hand-formed by hammering 
them over wooden bucks; and the painstaking process 
of creating the complicated aluminum-alloy wheel is 
just as it was done over eighty years ago.

Why use “old technology” when modern ways are 
more readily available? Part of it from the way the 
cars “feel”—they are the closest thing that one can 
experience to what it was like to drive a new Bugatti, 
as Pur Sang’s cars not only look like the originals, they 
sound and drive like them, too. And in today’s hot 
market for collectible cars like these, driving an original 
historic Bugatti can be quite unnerving, given the 
potential impact on the car’s value a wayward pothole 
or neighboring SUV texter can have on your beloved.

So what is it like? I was lucky enough to have a few 
visits with the Pur Sang Type 35B and what a thrill!

 First off, fortunately for me, Jay Leno is an 
enthusiastic supporter of the Pur Sang vehicles and 

The Thrill
of the

Historic
Bugatti

by Tim Lappen

H A U T E  A U T O  : :  B u g at t i  T y p e  5 7 S C

32     H AUTE     L I V I NG


